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viii FOREWORD

affixing their names on their handiwork is the only clue
available.

A careful search into likely sources has unearthed a
mass of information which is surprising. The printed and
documentary notes quoted are in a large number of instances
almost the words of the men themselves, and we thereby
get a peep into the thoughts and trade customs of the
period in which they lived. In addition, several cognate
matters, such as parentage, marriage, and other personal
details about some of the craftsmen have been inserted,
making this issue practically a new and fresh contribution to
our knowledge of the rise and progress of one of the most
important arts in Scotland. The present volume does not
claim to give the name and date of every clock and watch-
maker working in Scotland during the period reviewed.
In a field of such an unknown and wide range, allowance
must be made for omissions and errors. Our aim, primarily,
was to rescue and preserve the memory of men who in their
day and generation made themselves equal in capabilities
to their English contemporaries who lived and worked in
more favourable surroundings.

My sincere thanks are due to a number of noblemen and
gentlemen who freely granted permission to view and
reproduce some of the clocks, etc, in their possession.

A selection of North of England, Irish, and Isle of Man
clock and watch makers is given in the Appendix. These
are culled from a variety of sources for the purpose of
increasing the scope of this work.

JOHN SMITIL

25 ST JAMES’ SQUARE,
EDINBURGH, 1921.












xii INTRODUCTION

time were ignorant of their mechanism, this state of matters
did not continue long, for towards the end of the fifteenth
and the opening years of the sixteenth century native artisans
arose who soon became quite competent to manufacture
and repair these clocks. Certainly they were not a large
number, and what there were appear to have had their
hands pretty ful. We only mention two—William Purves
and David Kaye, and in the extracts given from the Burgh
Records of Aberdeen, Dundee, Stirling and Edinburgh, it
will be observed that the services of these men were in
great demand. Probably there were more, but their names
have not been preserved. All through the sixteenth century
the numbers were limited, and not until the beginning of the
seventeenth century do they appear to have increased ; and
strange to say, the large towns seem to have had the
fewer. This is made very clear in the notes on the
Magdalen Chapel, Edinburgh, where, in language sometimes
quaint and even pathetic, the struggle which the Hammermen
of Edinburgh had in settling on a maker, and the trouble
and expense incurred, are described. By 1650 clockmakers
increased in number and came to be recognised as a branch
of the locksmith trade, and as this made them members of
the various Hammermen Incorporations, the minutes of
their transactions record the progress and encouragement
given to the art of Clockmaking.

These Incorporations were of old foundation—Edinburgh
dating from 1483—and there is scarcely a town or district
in Scotland which has not had a Hammermen’s Incorporation,
some, of course, being of later creation. Each had its
independent jurisdiction, and all of them did not at the same
period allow clock and watch makers to become members.
Among the first to do so was Edinburgh in 1646, Glasgow,
1649, Haddington, 1753, and Aberdeen, by some oversight
not till 1800.

It is interesting to notice that by the middle of the
eighteenth century clockmakers reached a high state of
excellence in the making of the ordinary movements of a
timekeeper; but instead of endeavouring to simplify parts
or make new improvements, a large number of capable
men devoted their time and ingenuity to constructing clocks
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with curious movements. It may here be stated that there
is no account to be found of any Scotsman registering a
patent in connection with clock-making during the whole of
the eighteenth century. These clocks appear to have been
regarded as the “ Hall Mark” of a craftsman’s ability, and
culminated in the productions of John Smith of Pittenweem,
details of which are fully given in the notes on clocks of
that maker on p. 353.

As the nineteenth century rolled on this class of work
fell into abeyance, and out of it arose the manufacture of
astronomical clocks, which not only required great ingenuity
in their construction, but very accurate calculations for their
performance. Fortunately Scotland had men equal to the
task of making such clocks, and we need only mention Thomas
Reid and Robert Bryson, whose productions in that class of
work bear testimony to the great skill and excellence our
native craftsmen arrived at.

The period when watches began to be used and made in
Scotland, is one of which no authentic information can be
given. During the sixteenth century watches in Scotland
were undoubtedly of foreign make, and probably regarded as
curiosities. Limited in number, they are credited as being
mainly in the possession of royal personages. Except
David Ramsay (q.v.), who was regarded as being the first
Scotsman to manufacture a watch, there is none other who
could be named as a contemporary at this period in Scotland.
The Edinburgh Hammermen’s records are silent as to
watches and watchmakers in the sixteenth century, and it
is not until the close of the seventeenth century that we find
any mention of them. The arrival of the Roumieus, 1677 to
1717, gives us authentic data to go upon, and from this
period onwards, the manufacture of watches in Scotland
reached a high state of excellence that has not been equalled
by any other country. ,

The adoption of Free Trade and other factors had a
direct influence on these old trade incorporations. The
consequence was a failure of direct supervision of the
workmen and apprentices. This, combined with the im-
portation of the cheap American clocks, helped to extinguish
an industry and a class of craftsmen who had been as
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necessary in every village and town as the doctor or minister.
The cheapness of these imported movements made it im-
possible for our own craftsmen to compete with them, and
a wave of mistaken prejudice having arisen against the
preservation of these long case clocks, large numbers were
destroyed for no other reason than that they were thought
to be old-fashioned.

About 1880, the artistic education of all classes brought
about a different state of opinion. The desire of lovers of
the quaint and useful to acquire a genuine specimen of
these old craftsmen’s art soon created a demand which has
quite outgrown the supply. In connection with this demand
there has arisen a practice that deserves the severest
condemnation—large numbers of clock cases being spoiled
by the introduction of inlays quite foreign to the period
when the clock was made. It is perhaps unnecessary
to mention these absurdities as they are easily seen on a
case that is overdone, the old maker using only lines or
banding of the wood, with perhaps a shell or two in the
door and base, making a fitness of the whole that appeals
at once to the beholder. Of course we do not allude to
marquetry, which is a different treatment, but considerable
care should be exercised in buying a clock with the case
largely and often vulgarly decorated. The same warning
applies to cases that are carved, plain oak cases being
nearly always selected for this maltreatment. It is not
unusual to see a case, beautiful in proportion, of the orthodox
Chippendale design, completely disfigured with what appears
to be Old Scotch or Jacobean carving, a treatment that
belongs to a period long before Chippendale lived, and, to
complete the absurdity, with a date added which the maker’s
name on the dial proves to be a gross fabrication.

This warning was given in the former edition of this
work, and it is encouraging to see that it has borne fruit,
for the practice has fallen greatly into abeyance. The
information in this volume as to when these makers lived
makes it a difficult matter to hoodwink those who pay any
attention to the subject, and who can at once detect the
work of the fabricator.

During the past ten years or so, large numbers of queries












CroCkMAKERS' LAND, Bow, EDINBURGH. Now demolished.

House and Workshop on fourth floor of Paul Roumieu, the first watchmaker
established in Edinburgh, 1677-94. Drawn by T. H. Walker, Esq., from the
measured drawing by the late Thomas Hamilton, 1830. (See p. 323.)

[To face page 1.



OLD SCOTTISH CLOCKMAKERS

ABERCROMBIE, JaMES. Aberdeen, 1730.: 2.0 -7 » e
ABERDEEN. Notices regarding the Common Clocks. «)f % ¢

P

the Burgh of, from the year 1453 to the year 169z.

22nd May 1453.—“The same day has granted the
said Aldermen and Council to Johne Crukshanks the
service of keeping of the orlage for this year and to
have for his fee for the service of it, xIs., and has sworn
the great oath to do his delligent business to the
keeping of it.”

22nd November 1493.—* The said day the Aldermen
and divers of the Council and community present for
the time, for the bigin, reformation and upholding of the
common knok in the tolbooth, granted to David Theman,
goldsmith, forty shillings of the three booths under
the tolbooth—for the quhilkis [which] the said David
and his assigns shall duly big, reform, and uphold the
said knok, by sight of the town as efferis.”

4th April 1533.—“ The said day the provest, bailies
and council, conducit and feit Willlam Wallace to
rule, set, guide and keep their knok of the tolbooth,
for the quhilkis they promised him yearly during
their will four merkis (Scottis), for the payment of
the quhilkis they assigned the mails [rents] of the
booths under the tolbooth—that is to say, ilk booth ane
merk—and ordained the master of wark to pay him
yearly another merk in complete payment of the said
four merks. And the said William obliged himself
to mend the said knok and make her sufficient and as
sufficient as ony man in Scotland can make her, for the
quhilkis the town shall pay him xxs., that is to say,

1 A
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xs. now in hand, and the other ten when the knok is
sufficiently mended and strikes as she suld do.”

10tk Janwary 1535—“The said day the council
present for the time commanded and ordained their
provest Andro Cullane to send their Tolbooth knok to
Flanders, and cause mend the same, and gif it can nocht
be mendit to buy them an new knok on the town’s
expence.”

1227 ]ammry 1536.—*“ The said day the provest and
coeuntil ;present for the time, ordained Andro Cullane
to iwrite for the man that makis the touns knokis and

~‘capse ‘him te come home with the same and set her
up at the town’s expence, and what expence he makes

thereon he shall be thankfully paid of the same again.”

237d July 1537.—“The said day the provest and
council present for the time thought expedient and
ordained that their own knok, which was reformed and
mended by Friar Alexander Lyndsay, should be set
and input again in the most convenient place of their
tolbooth where she might be securely kept, and that to
be done immediately by the advice of the correkar of
the same at the tounis expensis.”

132 October 1537. — “The said day the council
devised and ordained that there should be five merkis
given to Friar Alexander Lyndsay for the completing of
their knok, quhilk they ordain to be taken up of the
readiest of their mails [rents] of Don.”

4tk October 1538.—“ The said day the council assigns
five merks to be given to David Bruce yearly by the dean
of guild for his good service to be done in keeping and
temporing of their knok within the Tolbooth for his fee.”

27th June 1539.—* The said day the council ordained
Mr Andrew Tulidaf, dean of guild, to pay William
Purves five merks (Scottis) for the mending of their
knok in the tolbooth, the quhilk he delivered to him
at command of the provest this day and was discharged
thereof (on the quhilk he took note).”

This William Purves is undoubtedly the same clock-
maker who was a burgess of Edinburgh in 1540; see
notes also on the clocks of Dundee and Stirling Burghs.
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4th July 1539.—“ The bailies ordained Mr Andrew
Tulidaf, dean of guild, to pay Robert Vyschert xs.
for the painting of the tolbooth horologe within viij
days.”
22nd May 1548.—“ The said day Robert Hovesoun,
" valcar, is convicted by the sworn assize for the spoiling
of the tounis knok of their tolbooth, and the said
Hovesoun is ordered to reform and mend the said knok
by the aid of craftsmen as far as he hath skaythit
[spoiled or damaged] her in any way, and for the
offence done the assize ordered him to come on Sunday
come eight days and gang sark alane, bare feet and
bare leg, afore the procession with an candle of wax
of ane pound weight in his hands, and there after to ask
the provest and bailies forgiveness on his knees in the
town’s name—and if he commit ony sick lik faut in time
to comeing to be burnt on the cheek and banished
the town during the tounis willis.”
7th April 1560.—" The said day the bailies ordered
Johnne Lowsoun, treasurer, to pay and deliver to David
Elleis xxxiijs. iiijd. for the keeping of the knok of the
tolbooth, from the decease of William Barclay quhill the
feast of Whitsunday next to come.”
5th December 1582.— The said day the haill council
being warned to this day, ratified and approved the
contract made between the council and Jon Kay
Lorymer, anent the mending of the town’s three knoks
and buying from him of the new knok, for payment
to the said Jon of two hundred merks conform to the
said contract and consenting to the lifting and raising
of the said sum of the haill burgess of guild and
craftsmen of the said burgh, and to be taxed every one
according to their power and possession.”
17¢th December 1595—* The said day the provest
and council considering that the two common knokis of
the burgh, to wit, the kirk knok and the tolbooth knok,
since Martinmas last has been evil handled and ruled and
hes nocht gane during the said time, therefore feit
Thomas Gordone, gunmaker, to rule the said two knokis
and to cause them gang and strike the hours rightly
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both day and night quhilk the said Thomas promised
faithfully to do, for the quhilk the council ordained
him to have for his pains in ruling both the said knokis
weekly six schillings aucht pennies.”

252/t January 1597~ The quhilk day the provest,
bailies, being conveened upon the supplication presented
to them by David Andersone, younger, bearing that he
had devised an instrument of his own ingenuity to draw
and make dials or sun horologes, and that he was willing
to make one on the fore wall of the said burgh which
should show hours very justly by the sun with every
month of the year the langest, shortest, and equi-
noctiall dayis and when the same should be perfect
and ended he would refer his recompence for his pains
to the guid discretion of the provest, bailies and council
at their pleasure; the which supplication being thought
reasonable they allow David to upput one dial or sun
horologe on the tolbooth on sic pairt thairoff as sall be
thocht meit and expedient.”

30tk September 1618.—¢ The said day in respect the
town’s common knokis to wit, the kirk knok, tolbooth
knok, and college knok, are out of all frame and order
and are not sufficient and able to serve the town
pairtlie because they are auld and worne, and pairtlie
for want of skilful men to attend them, therefore,
it is thought meet that the magistrates write south
with all diligence and try quhair the best knock-
macker may be had and cause bring him upon the
town’s charges to this burgh and visit the knokis
thairof, that such of them as may be mended be accord-
ingly done and sic as will not mend be made new as
soon as the same can be conveniently gotten done.”

1st Deceinber 1630.— “The council grants forty
pounds of fee yearly to Robert Mailing for his pains in
rewling of the town’s three clocks, to wit, the Kirk
clock, Greyfriars Kirk clock, and Tolbooth clock, and
ordains the town’s treasurer to answer him of twenty
merks and the master of kirk work of forty merks yearly,
in complete payment of the said sums during his service
at the two usual terms in the year Whitsunday to
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Martinmas in winter by equal proportions beginning the
first term’s payment at Martinmas last, and so forth,
thereafter aye quhill (until) he be discharged by the
council.”

19t September 1632.—“The provest, bailies and
council nominates and appoints Alexander Willox,
wricht to be keeper and rewlar of the town’s common
clockis, to wit, the tolbooth clock, the clock of the high
kirk, and college kirk, as likewise to ring the town’s
common bell in the tolbooth steeple at five hours in the
morning and nine hours at even and ilk Wednesday
to the Council at aucht hours in the morning for the
space of an year next after the date hereof, and grants
to the said Alexander for his service and fee during the
said space the sum of one hundred merks (Scottis) to
be paid to him quarterly by the master of kirk wark.
Likewise the said Alexander being personally present
accepted the said charge in and upon him and promised
to do honest duty therein.”

1122 June 1645~ The quilk day anent the suppli-
cation given in to the provest, bailies and council
by Robert Melvill, son to umquhill David Melvill,
stationer burgess of this burgh, making mention that
quhair his said umquhill father being but an cautioner
for Edward Raban, printer of this burgh, for payment to
the master of mortified moneys of this burgh of
the principal sum of five hundred merks (Scots), yet
by his own consent before his death allowed that
such a number of books should be given to their
honours of the council for satisfaction of the said
sum ; likewise it pleased their worships of the council to
give the credit of the selling thereof ay and until they
were sold without any definite time, because the
supplicant could not take upon him to be comptable
(accountable) for the money and prices thereof, but
according as the occasion should serve that the books
were bought by several persons who were pleased
to buy, which might postpone the full payment many
years and that not through any fault in the supplicant,
because he never bargained other ways but to give



OLD SCOTTISH CLOCKMAKERS

payment as he should receive it, beseeching therefore
the council to take to their consideration how more
certainly and shortly their worships might be satisfied
if it would please them to consider the supplicant’s good
offer, which was that he might be employed for ruling
of the clocks and bells within this burgh ay and quhill
the time that the payment which is termerlie for such a
work may exhaust the full sum of the books which
as yet are to the fore, and would be a most sure and
certain payment to the town and that within a definite
time. Quilk being read and considered by the Council,
the said Provest, Bailies and Council nominates and
appoints the said Robert to enter presently with the
keeping and ruling of the town’s common clocks,
to wit, the tolbooth clock, the clock of the kirk, and
college kirk—and ordain the fee due to him therefore
to be allowed in payment of the two hundred and
seventy-eight pounds fifteen shillings and fourpence
restand by the said Robert to the said master of
mortified money conform to the desire of the said
Robert’s supplication, and if he shall be found deficient
to be removed upon his first fault—Likewise the said
Robert being personally present accepted the said
charge and promised to do honest duty therein, and
instantly received from Alexander Willox, late ruler
of the said clocks and bells, the key of the baras
and steeple of the Grayfriars kirk, quhilk opens also the
door of the clock, and the key that opens the Grayfriars
door. Item, the key of the kirk door of Saint Nicolas
kirk with ane key for ye doors of the laich and high
tolbooth.,”

3rd  September 1651, — “The said day Patrick
Wanhagan and Wm. Cook was received and admitted
by the Provest, Bailies and Council for ruling of the
kirk and tolbooth clocks and to the ringing of the
council bell weekly on Wednesdays and the said
tolbooth bell and kirk bell on preaching and lector days
and to the ringing of the five hour bell in the morning
and the nine hour bell at evening, and to use all other
duties belonging to the said office as freely in all
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respects as umquhill Robert did use the same at any
time heretofore for payment of such sums of money and
fees as the said umquhill Robert received for his service
in the said office; to wit, four score merks of money
yearly from the treasurer, aucht pounds money yearly
from the dean of guild, and forty merks money yearly
from the master of kirk wark, during the will and
pleasure of the provest, bailies and council allanerlie.”
162k April 1672.—“ The said day anent the supplica-
tion given in to the council by Patrick Kilgour, knock-
maker in the said town, mentioning that quhair he
being desired by some of their number to come to this
burgh for going about his employment therein, he held
it his duty to obey their desires and that if they should
be pleased to accept of his service and to admit him
freeman of his calling and grant him freedom of public
burdens for his lifetime for what might concern his
employment and give him assurance thereanent he
should endeavour to carry and behave himself dutifully
as becomes; and withal inh further testimony of his
respects for the credit and good of this burgh he should
oblige himself to make and deliver unto them before
Lammas next ane knock of brass about the bigness
of ane house knock, which should be ane pendulum
of the best form which should go for aucht days at
one winding up and should strike the hours punctually,
and should have a good bell with the motion of the
day of the month, and should have an pais, and should
stand no higher from the floor than the height of an
man and he should oblige himself that the knock
should be as sufficient and handsome as any knock
made elsewhere and that he should uphold the same
good and sufficient during his abode in this burgh as
in the said application was contained, which the Council
having heard and considered they agree and condescend
that the petitioner shall have free liberty for going
about his calling and employment within the said
burgh and that he shall be free of any taxation or
impositions within the same, in so far as may concern
his calling during his lifetime he always giving assurance
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for performance of what is above mentioned to be done
by him betwixt and the time above expressed in manner
above set down and no other ways. Likewise Patrick
Moir, bailie, Alexander Gordon, master of Kirk wark,
John Andersone, William Thomsone and Robert Clerk,
persons of the Council dissanented that the said Patrick
Kilgour should be free from taxation with the said
burgh for his calling for any time coming.”

oth November 1692.—* The said day William Soupar,
master of kirk wark, having presented to the provest,
bailies and council his condescendence and agreement
with Patrick Kilgour, watchmaker in the said burgh,
anent the ruling of the kirk clock and ordering the
better ringing of the bells—which is as follows: That
the said Patrick shall bind himself by contract to trans-
late the said clock into ane pendulum work conform
to the newest fashion and invention done at London
for regulating the motion of the said clock and causing
her to go just.

“ltem, to make some new stangs and nuts for the
movement of the four hands for the making of them
go all equal alike;

“[tem, to rectify the motion of the globe with a new
screw wheel of iron for turning the said globe about;

“[tem, to make an engine to cause the pendulum and
the four hands be in constant motion as well in the
time that the paces are a drawing up as at other time,
so that the clock shall not at any time stop her motion ;

“Jtem,to cause the said clock strike the hours swifter
that the people may not weary in telling of them ;

“[Item, to bush the privat holes which are worn in
the said clock to the effect the wheels may run the
easier and not stop, and to help the stopping of the
half hours and cause them ring at their due time;

“[tem, to raise the great bell in the said steeple
and to cast and found two new cods of bell metal
for the said bell to hang and ring in them, and to renew
the two gudgeons of the said bell and to do all and
sundry other things necessary for the causing the said
bell and other bells in the said steeple ring more easily.
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AITCHISON, ROBERT. Edinburgh, 1756-90.

“One of the boys of George Watson’s Hospital,
booked apprentice to James Cowan, Edinburgh, 24th
July 1756.

IHe appears to have been the first apprentice this
celebrated maker indentured.

“ Discharged of his indentures by James Cowan 23rd
July 1763. Presented a bill craving an essay and
essay masters to be appointed in order to his being
admitted a freeman Clock and Watch maker in Edin-
burgh Hammermen, 7th May 1768. Admitted on 12th
November 1768, his essay being a horizontal watch
movement, begun, made and finished in his own shop
in presence of Alex. IFarquharson, William Downie
and James Sibbald, essay masters, and James Cowan,
landlord.”—Z. H. Records.

Was in partnership with William Turnbull (q.v.) at
this date, the firm being known as Turnbull & Aitchison,

“A Wartca Lost.—That about four weeks ago or
thereby a Metal Watch was lost in the neighbourhood
of Edinburgh, having a tortoise-shell case stained on
the outside of a lightish coloured ground, with a variety
of figures painted thereon, in particular the figure of
a butterfly, maker’s name, Woods, Shrewsbury. There
was a steel chain at the watch and a pebble seal having
thereon a lion rampant. Motto, Courage, and J. C. under
it. Whoever has found the said watch will please restore
it to Robert Aitchison, watchmaker, opposite the City
Guard, Edinburgh, who will give a handsome reward
therefor, or in case the said watch may have been sold
to or pledged with any person, it is requested that they
will immediately restore it to the above R. A., who
besides paying what may have been given or advanced
upon the watch will give a guinea of reward and no
questions asked.”—Caledonian Mercury, 23rd January
1783.

“A GoLDh WarcH CASE LosT.—Yesterday, the 26th
current, there was lost betwixt the hours of one and
three afternoon a plain gold watch case between Edin-
burgh and the Botanic Gardens. Whoever finds the
same and will return it to Mr Robt. Aitchison, watch-
maker, back of the City Guard, shall be handsomely



OLD SCOTTISH CLOCKMAKERS 11

rewarded. It is entreated that goldsmiths and others
to whom it may be offered for sale will please retain
it and give information as above.”—/4id., 26th May 1783.

“A Watcl LosT.—There was lost on Sunday last
at Leith, or in passing over some ships to go by boat,
a remarkably neat silver watch, maker’s name, Robt.
Aitchison, No. 503. If any person has found the same
and will return it to Mr Aitchison, watchmaker, High
Street, Edinburgh, they will receive a reward of two
guineas and it is entreated that if the watch is offered
for sale she may be stopt and information given to
Mr Aitchison.”"—/éid., 15th September 1788.

Sale of the Stock of Watches, etc, and utensils
which belonged to the deceased Robert Aitchison, watch-
maker in Edinburgh, advertised in Caledonian Mercury,
31st December 1790.

“ Alexander Aitchison, medical student, Edinburgh,
served Heir General to his cousin, Robert Aitchison,
watchmaker there, dated 22nd June 1790. Recorded
29th June 1790.”—Services of Heirs.

AITCHISON, WILLIAM. 91 South Bridge, Edinburgh,
1807.

AIKEN or AITKEN, Davip, sen. Carnwath, 1790-1845.

“David Aitken, watchmaker at Carnwath, served
Heir General to his father, John Aiken, Tailor there,
dated 4th March 1803. Recorded gth March 1803."—
Services of Heirs.

AIKEN or AITKEN, DAvVID, jun. Carnwath, 1840-75.
AITKEN, ALEXANDER. 98 Queen Street, Glasgow, 1830.

AITKEN, GEORGE. Parliament Square, Edinburgh,
1781-85.

“Compeared on 3rd November 1781 and presented
his essay, being a clock timepiece with dead seconds,
begun, made and finished in the shop of Samuel Brown,
in presence of Samuel Brown, landlord, David Murray,
Robert Clidsdale and Thomas Sibbald, essay masters,
as they declared.”—Z. H. Records.

“WATCH AND CLOCK MAKING.—George Aitken,
Parliament Square, returns his grateful thanks to the
public and his customers in particular, at the same time
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takes the liberty to inform them that he has on hand
at present for sale a good assortment of watches and
clocks at very reasonable prices. Such as please to
favour him with their orders may depend on having
their commissions punctually attended to.

“ N.B.—Repeating watches and all other kinds of
watches properly repaired.”—FEdinburgh Evening Courant,
14th November 1785.

AITKEN, JAMES. Markinch, 1837.
AITKEN, JAMES. 64 Broomielaw, Glasgow, 1841.

AITKEN, Joun. Edinburgh, 1750-1779.

“Son of John Aitken, wright in Canongate, booked
apprentice to John Steil, Edinburgh, 28th July 1750.
Transferred to James Cowan and discharged of his
indentures by him on 24th July 1756. Presented a
bill to be admitted a freeman clock and watch maker
in Edinburgh Hammermen, 6th May 1758. Compeared
on 3rd February 1759 and presented his essay, being
a watch movement made and finished in his own shop,
as James Cowan, his landlord, Daniel Binny, and George
Aitken, his essay masters declared, which was found
a well wrought, etc, and the said John Aitken was
admitted a freeman clock and watch maker of this
Incorporation.”—Z% /. Records.

“HOUSES AND GROUND IN CANONGATE TO BE
SOLD.—AIl and whole that tenement of land lying in
the Canongate and on the north side thereof, a little
above the Tolbooth, consisting of three stories, a cellar,
a garret, a bowling green, summer house and garden,
which belonged to John Aitken, late watchmaker in
Edinburgh, aud paid of rent yearly preceding Whit-
sunday last £27, 10s. stg.

“Creditors of the said John Aitken are requested
to meet in John’s Coffee House upon Monday, the
25th  January at 12 o'clock midday.”— Caledonian
Mercury, 4th January 1779.

Admitted a member of Lodge St David, Edinburgh,
14th June 1758.
AITKEN, Joun. New Street, Dalry, Ayrshire, 1850.
AITKEN, PETER. 96 Argyll Street, Glasgow, 1841.
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ALEXANDER, Davip CRICHTON. Kilmarnock, 1837.

ALEXANDER, GEORGE, 27 Timber Bush and 62 Shore,
Leith, 1813-25. See Robert Alexander, Leith.

“ Patent granted unto George Alexander, watch-
maker in Leith for his improved mode of suspending
the card of mariner’s compass, being on a principle
entirely new.'—Specification of British Patents.

ALEXANDER, James. Elgin, 1820-45.
“James Alexander, watchmaker in Elgin, served
Heir General to his father, James Alexander, merchant
there, dated 1oth November 1845. Recorded 14th
November 1845.”—Services of Heirs.

ALEXANDER, JamEs. Kincardine O’Neil, 1846.
ALEXANDER, Joun. Edinburgh, 1667-1707.

The 7th day of December 1667.— The quilk day
Jon Alexander, sone lawfull to Alexander Alexander,
indweller in the Canongate, is booked apprentice to
Robert Smith, clockmaker.”

The 17th day of August 1671.—“The quilk day in
presence of the Deakone, compeired personallie Jon
Alexander, sometime prentice and servand to Robert
Smith, clockmaker, burgess of Edinburgh, and presented
his essay to wit, ane kist lock with ane key, ane sprent
band, ane clok, ane munter, ane sun dyell, qlk was
found ane weill wrought essay, able to serve his
Majesties lieges. And thairfore they have admitted the
said Jon Alexander to be ane ordinary freeman in the
airt and trade of clockmaker’s trade, etc.”—E. /. Records.

ALEXANDER, Joun. Canongate, Edinburgh, 1790.
ALEXANDER, Mary. Turriff, 1837.

ALEXANDER, RoBeERT. Edinburgh, 1708-18.

Son to the deceased above John Alexander,
clockmaker, burgess of Edinburgh, compeared on
11ith December 1708, and presented his essay (viz.):
“ Ane eight day pendulum clock, and a lock to the door
with a key, which was found a well wrought essay, etc.”

The rest of the formula is the same as given in the
minute dealing with the father’s admission, it also
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being at Middle of the Shore, emerging in the beginning
of the next as No. 62 Shore. This last shop was carried
on under the same name, till the year 1826 when all record
of it disappears. Of course, it could not have been in the
hands of one individual for so long a period, and in
tracing this family we find that there died at Rose
Bank, Broughton Road, Edinburgh, on 24th March
1830, Mr Robert Alexander, late watch and compass
maker, Leith, aged 84 years. As this person is
designated as having been at 62 Shore, thus we have
the unique record of father, son, and grandson, all
bearing the same name, continuing a business for the
long period of nearly eighty years.

ALEXANDER, ROBERT. Bathgate, 1761.
See note on Linlithgow Town Clock.

ALEXANDER, RoBerT. Wigton, 1770.
ALEXANDER, WiLLiaAM, 28 Arcade, Glasgow, 1841.

ALEXANDER, WILLIAM. 11 Nelson Street, Trongate,
Glasgow, 1836.

ALEXANDER, WILLIAM PATERSON. Balfron, 1836.

ALEXANDER, W. A. 9 Nelson Street, Trongate, Glasgow,
18306.

ALISON, Jonn. High Street, Montrose, 1798-1822.
ALISON, JouN. Foot of Broad Wynd, Leith, 1796.

ALISONE, JaMES. Edinburgh, 1641-47.

The Incorporation of Hammermen, Edinburgh, as is
well known, had their meeting-place in the Magdalen
Chapel, Cowgate, an old religious foundation which
had been left to them in trust in 1547. They piously
carried out the wishes of the foundress, Janet Rhynd,
so far as the charitable side of the trust lay.

The Reformation in 1560, however, abolished the
religious supervision for which the foundress stipulated
in her deed. The wooden belfry having been found
unsuitable, they, in 1618 agreed to build a steeple.
This quaint and modest spire was finished in 1627 and
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still stands. It contains a large bell, which they were
at the expense of bringing from Flanders, but it was
not till 1641 that there is mention of a “Knok.” The
introduction of this clock was the means of James
Alisone’s name appearing in their records. Always
cautious before incurring expense, they sent for this
maker from Cupar in Fife to enquire as to cost, etc.
He carried out the contract, and in the notes on the
clock and bell of the Magdalen Chapel will be found
all that is to be gleaned about this man, who evidently
was not resident here after 1647. See also note on
Dundee Town Clocks.

ALILAN, JAMES.
ALLAN, JAMES.
ALLAN, JAMES.
ALLAN, JAMES.
ALLAN, Jonn.

Cheapside, Kilmarnock, 1820-37.
Wellington Place, Aberdeen, 1836.
Holburn' Street, Aberdeen, 1846.
Kilmarnock, 1807.

Canongate, Edinburgh, 18c0.

ALLAN, WirLLiaM. Kilwinning, 1837-50.
ALLAN, WILLIAM. Aberdeen, 1703.

ALLAN, WILLIAM, Aberdeen, 1807. .
“ Margaret M‘Kenzie or Allan, wife of George

M‘Kenzie, merchant, Aberdeen, served Heir General
to her father, William Allan, watchmaker there, dated
18th April 1807. Recorded 25th May 1807.”—Services
of Heirs.

ALSTON, JoHN.
ALSTON, Joun.
ALSTON, JoHnN.

Tolbooth Wynd, Leith, 1794.
77 Princes Street, Edinburgh, 1811.
32 Nicolson Street, Edinburgh, 1806.

“A GoLp WATCH LoST.—There was lost on the
forenoon of Wednesday, the 16th November, somewhere
near the Head of the Pleasance, a Gold Watch, with
a metal chain. It is requested that the person who
may have found it will return it to Mr John Alston,
watchmaker, No. 32 Nicolson Street, and he will be
handsomely rewarded.”—ZEdzinburgh Evening Courant,
17th November 1808.

B
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ANCRUM, Tuomas. Edinburgh, 1703.
“Son to William Ancrum, wright in Edinburgh, is

booked apprentice to Andrew Brown, Edinburgh,
13th May 1703.”—Z. /1. Records.

ANDERSON, ANDREW. Dundas Street, Comrie, 1837.
ANDERSON, CHARLES. Aberdeen, 1699.

ANDERSON, GEORGE. 36 Green, Aberdeen, 1837.
ANDERSON, GEORGE. South Street, St Andrews, 1360-92.

Son of William Anderson (see below), died gth May
1892, aged 77 years. Business continued to present day.

ANDERSON, HENRY. Tulliallan, 1820.
ANDERSON, HERCULES. Bervie, 1837.

ANDERSON, JoriN. Dunse, 1776-1802.

“John Anderson, clockmaker in Dunse, served Heir
General to his father, Alexander Anderson, Portioner
of Redpath, dated 14th April 1802. Recorded 16th
April 1802"—Services of Hetrs.

ANDERSON, WILLIAM. South Street, St Andrews,
1832-67.
Died 4th July 1867, aged 76 years.
ANDERSONE, DaviD. Aberdeen, 1597.
See note on Aberdeen Town Clocks, page 1.

ANDREW, ALEXANDER. Portsoy, 1830.
ANDREW, WiLLiaM. Huntly, 1837.

ANDREW, WiLLIAM. Perth, 1791-95.
Apprenticed to Patrick, Gardener, Perth, 1791;
admitted freeman of Perth Hammermen Incorporation,

1795.
ANGUS, George. 72 Broad Street, Aberdeen, 1790-1830.
“NOTICE TO WATCHMAKERS.—A box containing
fourteen silver watches for George Angus, Aberdeen,
Watchmaker, under address to Mackie & Mackenzie,
merchants there, was forwarded the 19th of August
from the Mail Coach Office, Edinburgh, on its way from
London, and has never since been heard of. The delay
is supposed to have taken place south of Dundee.
G. Angus subjoins the numbers of the watches and
requests that if any of them be offered to sale, they may
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livery entered and unbonneted before the blacksmith,
The poor woman, when she knew it was the great
Argyle, shook and trembled, and although assured
he was not angry with her went home with a quaking
heart.”—ZFEdinburgh Evening Courant, 6th June 1839.

ARMOUR, JounN. Kilmaurs, 1780-1808.

ARNOT, Tuomas. Edinburgh, 1723,
“Son to the deceast George Arnot, Balgerthly;
booked apprentice to Thomas Gordon, Edinburgh,

23rd March 1723.”—ZE. H. Records.

ASHENHEIM, Jacos. 61 New Buildings, North Bridge,
Edinburgh, 1818-38.
AULD, WiLLiaM. Edinburgh, 1795-1823.

“Was discharged of his indentures by Thomas Reid,
4th May 1799. Compeared on 3rd May 1806, and
presented his essay, the detached escapement of a
clock begun, made, and finished in the shop of Thomas
Reid, landlord, in presence of Robert Green, Laurence
Dalgleish, and Thomas Sibbald, essay masters, as they
declared, and was accordingly admitted a member of the
Hammermen.”—/Z. H. Records.

Assumed as partner with his master, Thomas Reid,
in 1806, the business being then carried on in
Parliament Close. They removed in 1809 to 33 Princes
Street, carrying it on till 1823; being at this latter
date in No. 66, when both partners retired from active
business.

For a fuller account of the class of work which this
well-known firm executed, the reader is referred to
the notes on Thomas Reid. There it will be seen
that it was of the most intricate character, and it is
safe to say that both partners must have had complete
satisfaction in their art, sceing it was so congenial
to both of them. Possibly there are few business
partnerships where two partners have shown such
devotion to cach other as Thomas Reid and William
Auld.  Closely related by marriage ties during life,
in death they were not divided. Both sleep their last
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sleep in the one tomb, which is situated in the Old
Calton Burying Ground, Waterloo Place, Edinburgh,
and it records in a remarkable manner the close
connection that existed between these two men. The
tomb is situated on the south wall of the burying
ground, and is enclosed with high walls and iron gate ;
the southmost end being entirely occupied by the
memorial stone, which is divided into three compart-
ments, two of smaller size, one on each side; leaving the
centre compartment a great deal larger. The pediment
on top bears that it is the burying-ground of William
Auld. The inscription on left-hand compartment is
as follows :—

“To the memory of John Auld, Merchant, St
Andrews, died 1751, and was buried in the Cathedral
Church Yard.

“William Auld, Printer, Edinburgh, died 1777,
and was buried in the Grey Friars Church Yard.

“ Malcolm Ogilvie, merchant, Edinburgh, died 1792,
and was buried in the Grey Friars Church Yard.

“ Alexandria Ogilvie, widow of William Auld, printer,
afterwards wife of Thomas Reid, watch maker, Edin-
burgh, and was buried in Grey Friars Church Yard.”

On right hand compartment :—

“To the memory of William Auld, Clock and
Watch Maker, Edinburgh. Born 11th November 17—
(stone illegible), died 6th October 1846; and of Isabella
Scott or Auld, his spouse. Born 18th May 1779, died
1oth October 1850. Also Catherine Scott, her sister,
born 2oth September 1780, died 10th October 1863.”

These inscriptions occupy a modest space in the
memorial stone, the larger part being taken up with the
epitaph of Thomas Reid, the account of which will
be found in the notes on that maker, where it is given in
full, as signs are not awanting that in a few years it will
be a matter of some difficulty to decipher the lettering,
owing to decay in the stone, unless steps are taken
to recut them. Seeing that the whole tomb has been
erected by William Auld, it indicates in a remarkable
manner, the esteem that he held for his partner
and relation, Thomas Reid. That the esteem was
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reciprocated is shown by Thomas Reid, dedicating his
famous treatise on clock-making to William Auld,
remarking in the introduction that his practical
knowledge is a sufficient testimony for so doing. These
examples go to show the harmony that existed between
these two men, which Auld as long as he lived never
forgot, and, as will be noticed further on, was remembered
by him in a manner that even to this day preserves the
honoured name of the firm of Reid & Auld.

Although retired from active business in 1823 his
interest in his art was not allowed to lie dormant, for
at a meeting of the Royal Scottish Society of Arts
held on 31st May 1841 the following donation was
made :—

“A  timepiece of Parisian manufacture, which
belonged to the late Mr James Cowan, watchmaker,
IEdinburgh, made for him while he resided in Paris
in 1749, and which on his death in 1781 became the
property of Mr Thomas Reid, watchmaker, Edinburgh,
his successor. Presented by Mr William Auld, 69
Great King Street, Edinburgh.”

Again, at a meeting of the same society held on 24th
November 1845, the following donations were laid
on the table :—

“1. An engraved print with letterpress description of
a beautifu<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>